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Six (6) things we have 

As a country, Nunavut… 
 Would be the 14th largest in the World in terms of 

landmass. 
 Would rank 5th in the World, in terms of freshwater 

surface area. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Source: Statistics Canada, Natural Resources Canada, CIA World Factbook 

Rank Country Freshwater Surface Area 

1st Canada 891,163 km2 

2nd Russia 720,500 km2 

3rd United States 470,131 km2 

4th India 314,070 km2 

5th Nunavut 157,077 km2 

6th China 137,060 km2 

1. Resource 
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Six (6) things we have 

 Economic growth has 
clear impacts on 
demand for Water 
Licences in Nunavut. 
 

 Water Licence 
required for any “use 
of water” or “deposit 
of waste”. 

 
Source:  Nunavut Water Board. 

Year 
Licence Applications 

Type A Type B Total 
2001 – 02 1 17 18 

2002 – 03 1 29 30 

2003 – 04 0 35 35 

2004 – 05 2 38 40 

2005 – 06 0 56 56 

2006 – 07 3 48 51 

2007 – 08 3 56 59 

2008 – 09 3 77 80 

2009 – 10 3 74 77 

2010 – 11 5 62 67 

2011 – 12 5 69 74 

2012 – 13 4 79 86 

2. Growth 



Six (6) things we have 

 
 

3. Water Management Areas 
 65 Water 

Management 
Areas from 
Nunavut 
Water 
Regulations 
(April 2013) 
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4. Active & Expired Licence GeoData 



Six (6) things we have 

5. A precise licensing system (soon) 



Six (6) things we have 

5. A precise licensing system (soon) 



Six (6) things we have 

6. A feedback Loop (soon) 



Six (6) things we have 

6. A feedback Loop (soon) 

Baseline Data 
(Water) 

Active Licence 
Reporting 

Future Licensing 
Process 
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1. Functional Mechanism to assess Cumulative Impacts 

Region  

Cumulative 
Impacts (NPC) 

Project 

 Cumulative 
Impacts (NIRB) 

Watershed 
Cumulative 

Impacts 
(NWB) 

 3 level of 
assessments 

 Common data 
 Varying precision 

Three (3) things we do NOT have 



 
 
 
 

2. Abundant & Organized Quality Data 

Three (3) things we do NOT have 

 
Data Sources (potential) 
 Federal Government (AANDC, EC, NRCan, DFO, TC,etc.) 
 Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit 
 Territorial Government (Environment, etc.) 
 Designated Inuit Organizations (QIA, KivIA, KitIA, NTI) 
 Institutions of Public Government (NWB, NIRB, NPC, NWMB, 

NSRT) 
 Industry (Various) 
 Academia (Universities, research networks, etc.) 
 Other (NGMP, foundations, special interest, etc.) 
 



Three (3) things we do NOT have 

 
 

3. Water Management Policy 
 What intensity 

can any 
watershed 
sustain? 



Three (3) things we do NOT have 

 
 

3. Water Management Policy 
 
Policy Questions 
 What balance to strike between preservation and 

development in each watershed? 
 What is each watershed’s tolerance for marginal impact? 
 

 How to balance conflicting traditional knowledge with 
scientific knowledge for a watershed? 
 

 How to assess the value of a watershed? 
 

 How to identify and evaluate transboundary impacts? 
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Filling the Gap 

 
 

1. Water Management Policy 
 
Article 13.2.1 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement  
 the Nunavut Water Board “shall have responsibilities 

and powers over the regulation, use and management 
of water in the Nunavut Settlement Area (…)”. 

  



Filling the Gap 

 
 

2. Overview 

Policy 

Data 

Tools 

Launching 
soon (2014) 

In development 



Questions 

Nunavut Water Board 
PO Box 119 
Gjoa Haven, NU X0B 1J0 
 
Tel: 867-360-6338 
Toll free: (855) 521-3745 
Fax: 867-360-6369 
 
Web: www.nwb-oen.ca 

http://www.nunavutwaterboard.org/en/home
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